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By Charla Hammond
I remember the first time I visited FaithWorks in 2003. I was so scared and full of shame and guilt.
I didn’t love myself and thought no one ever could or would again. When I met Joyce Dalzell I told her my
story and shared my pain as tears streamed down my face. I had lost my children and had suffered
abuse. I was recovering from a drug addiction. She welcomed me in and gave me a hug. She told me everything was going to be okay.
It had been so long since I had felt hope, but in going through the program at Faithworks I quickly
became aware of my new God-given family. Not only were we working together . . . (Continued Inside)
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Making Our Best Even Better
We are dedicating this summer to reaching out to every former FaithWorks student with an
invitation to help make the FaithWorks program the best it can be. Lunch time conversations
began last week with 13 former students around the Monday lunch table. The second group
met this past Tuesday and we are quickly filling up the weekly gatherings scheduled for June.
The first two weeks have been incredible! We love seeing former students and catching up
with their lives.
If you have not signed up for a Monday lunch, please check your calendar for June 18th and 25th. Give us a call
at 437-2272 or email Darell Martin at Darellm@faithworksofabilene.org.
Your conversation and the information that you have to share help us make a really great program even better.
Your commitment and the time you so graciously share during that lunch hour will help future FaithWorks students gain the confidence and skills for gainful employment. And for that – for you – we are so very grateful.
Looking forward to seeing you this summer!
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. . . to seek our perfect career, we were also bonding and building healthy relationships. We celebrated holidays together, had picnics together and prayed together. Oh, how good it felt to have a family
again.
I interned at the City of Abilene Housing Authority as a Housing Inspector. It took two years after graduation before an opening posted. I have been employed with the City of Abilene for 6 ½ years. I
have mentored many students at Faithworks and I volunteered in the community. I have been on several
boards such as CUAD, I-CAN and Faithworks. I have been a parent liaison for CPS and have assisted
with families in regaining reunification with their children
Faithworks provided a safe place for me to heal, a place where I didn’t have to be ashamed of myself.
I no longer had to hide anything and I could be openly honest about everything. I gained the confidence
to give life another chance. Not just to try to live and work, but to give it all I had. A flame had been rekindled in my heart and I remembered who I was and how strong I had always been. I felt smart again
and felt that I could do anything I set my mind to.
Today, I have my children back. Some are grown and on their own and some I have the blessing
of raising in my home. I will be relocating to Midland, Texas to start my new job with Betenbough
Homes as Quality Inspector/Project Manager/Superintendant of quality custom built homes.
This isn’t an end to my connection and support of Faithworks. I will always support Faithworks
in every way possible because I will never forget what it felt like to need someone to believe in me. Without Faithworks, the staff and all the many volunteers that have made this such a success, I would not be
where I am today. Thank you to all of you who believed in me and helped me get back on my feet again.
I love you!
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Give
Electronically
to FaithWorks!
Give online at
www.faithworksofabilene.org

Attention Former
Students:

You’re invited to
lunch!

-orText “FWAbilene”
to 67463 to donate with your
smartphone
Attention Former
Students:

Thurs,
June 28
We’d love
to see you at 6:30 p.m.
Bring your friends, family, and
favorite side dish.
Child
Childcar
care
care will be provided.

Give us a call
(325) 437-2272

The Clothing
Shoppe
Needed Item for June:
Professional Handheld
Fabric Steamer
-orDonations to
pay for one

The mission of FaithWorks of Abilene is to help the underemployed, through
personal, career, academic, and spiritual development, acquire the skills and
confidence necessary for gainful employment.

Thank You to all our “FaithWorks Friends!”
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“FaithWorks Friends” spend one lunch period per week getting to know a FaithWorks student
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